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The main results of this paper are as follows. THEOREM If F n 2 = (jC),..., x n ) is the free nilpotent group of class two, then c(F n2 ) = nil, if n is even and (n -l)/2, if n is odd. This result appears in [1] .
We know of no example of a finite group G of rank n where c(G) > n. Nor do we know of any example of a solvable group G of rank n where c(G) > n. Hence we need to satisfy the following conditions: 
From (7) and (8) [1] or [2] , we obtain the equality.
The proof of Theorem 2 makes use of the following two results. The first is elementary; the second is a result of Peter Stroud [4] . We shall include the proofs since Stroud's result never got published, except in his Ph.D. thesis, due to his untimely death. In the case of a finite group G, Brian Hartley [3] has given a bound for c (G) 
